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Please amend claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 11, 21, and 25 as follows: 
1. (Amended) A compound of formula (I) 



where 

X, Y, and Z are independently selected from the group consisting of 
C, 0, S, or N, provided that X, Y/ and Z are not all C; 
n is 1[^3]; 



-L . i s] 




R x [and — E — aire — ±n 
consisting of hydrogen, 
alkenyl, C 2 -C 9 straight or 
carbocycle, and heterocycl 



selected from the group 
t or branched chain alkyl or 
chain alkenyl, aryl, heteroaryl, 



D is selected from ther group consisting of a bond, and C!-C 1C 
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straight or branched chain et hy le ne, and_Jm, fyl ene ] 

alkylenvl , 

R 2 is a carboxylic acid or a cfarboxylic acid isostere; 
wherein said alkyl, alkenA, alkynyl, aryl, heteroaryl, 
carbocycle, heterocycle, or carbc/xylic acid isostere is optionally 
substituted with one or more suttstituents selected from R 3 , where 
R 3 is hydrogen, hydroxy, halo,/ haloalkyl, thiocarbonyl, alkoxy, 
alkenoxy, alkylaryloxy, aryloxj, arylalkyloxy, cyano, nitro, imino, 
alkylamino, aminoalkyl, sulfhyiryl, thioalkyl, alkylthio, sulfonyl, 
C t -C 6 straight or branched ch^in alkyl, C 2 -C 6 straight or branched 
chain alkenyl or alkynyl, aryl, heteroaryl, carbocycle, 
heterocycle, or C0 2 R 4 w/ere/ a 4 is hydrogen or C^Cg straight or 
branched chain alkyl dr alkferwl; 

or a pharmaceuticaliy acceptable salt, [-eeteif, ] or solvate thereof; 
provided that: 

Ri is not substituted wittofboth hydroxy and oxygen to form carboxy, 
or R x is not subsjtitd/ed with/both alkoxy and oxygen to form 
alkoxycarbonyl, or is qot substituted with both amine and oxygen 
to form amide; and 



D is a bond, 



further provided thai 
when [A- is -1^— o - r - L? -> — &n<d] 
then R 2 is not COOH, or .in amide f 
[ feiLhei piuvided that 
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vHien A is L u and R x is methyl, and D is a bond, 
the\ R 2 is not COOH; 
furtheV provided that: 

when A\is L 3 , and R x is phenyl, methylphenyl, phenylmethyl, 
substituted or unsubstituted phenoxyphenyl, substituted naphthyl, 
or methoxypVenyl, and D is a bond, 
then R 2 is ndt COOH or an amide; 
further provided that: 

when A is L 3 , aVd R x is phenyl, and D is a bond, 
then R 2 is not tMophenyl; 
further provided Vhat: 

when A is L 3 , and RV is phenyl, and D is oxyethyl, 
then R 2 is not an arrAde; 
further provided that\ 

when A is L 3 , and R x is\substituted isoquinoline, and D is butyl, 
then R x is not an amide; \ 
further provided that: \ 

when A is L 3 or L 4 , and R x isv unsubstituted or substituted phenyl, 

and D is C x -C 3 alkyl or alkenyl, 

then R 2 is not COOH, OH, or an amide; 

further provided that: \ 

when A is L 4 , and R x is phenyl, halo-substituted phenyl, 
dimethylphenyl, substituted butyl, \r methylphenyl, and D is a 
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then R^sis not COOH; 
further provided that: 

when A is L 4 , aftd R x is cyano-substituted alkyl, and D is a bond, 

then R 2 is not an amjx^e] J — — — — — 

Claim 2, page 66, line 16, after "combination of CH 2 ," and 

before "0, S, or N", please insert — C, CH, — . _ — 

5. (Amended) The compounds of cAaim 1 , [ (2S) -1- (phenylmethyl ) 
carbamoyl-2-hydroxymethyl (4-/hiazolidine) ; (2S) -1- (1, 1- 
dimethylpropyl) carbamoyl -2- ( 4-thfazolidine) tetrazole; (2S) -1- 
(phenylmethyl) carbamoyl-2- (4-thfiazolidine) carbonitrile; (2S) -1- 
(1, 1-dimethylpropyl) carbamoyl-^- (4-thiazolidine) tetrazole; ] 3- (3, 3- 
dimethyl-2-oxopentanoyl ) -1, 3-pxazolidine-4-carboxylic acid; and 
(2S) -1- (3, 3-dimethyl 1, 2-cjj^o^opropyl) -2- ( 3-thiazolidine) carboxylic 
acid. 



7 . (Amended) T 
wherein the carboxyl 
heterocyclic ring ccmp 
ring comprises a comjpou 



rmaceutical composition of claim 6, 
ic a^id or carboxylic acid isostere of an N- 
haviipg two or more heteroatoms in the 
mula (I) : 



/ 



(I) 



where 
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X, Y, and Z are independently selected from the group consisting of 
C, 0, S, or N, provided that x/ Y, and Z are not all C; 
n is 1 [*a] ; 

A is [sele cted f rom the gr - oupi consisting of ■■L i - ) — — Lj, — or L r , 



•where 



hi i s] 



0 




0 



o— s— n 



E 



/lid L 4 Is 



R x [ and E arc independent^ 
of hydrogen, Cx-Cg strai, 
straight or branche 
and heterocycle; 
D is selected fr 
straight or branched 
alkvlenvl ; 



selected from the group consisting 
or branched chain alkyl or alkenyl, C 2 -C 9 
n alkeAyl, aryl, heteroaryl, carbocycle, 



groi 



ha: 



insisting of a bond, and C^-Cu, 
[al/yl-; ethylene a^d — butylene ] 



R 2 is a carboxylase aa^fl or a /carboxylic acid isostere; 
wherein said alkyl, ark^nyl, ^lkynyl, aryl, heteroaryl, carbocycle, 
or heterocycle is optionally substituted with one or more 
substituents selected frbm R 3 , where 
R 3 is hydrogen, hydroxf/, halo, haloalkyl, thiocarbonyl , alkoxy, 
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L- 



alkenoxy, alkylaryloxy, aryloxy, ary]/alkyloxy , cyano, nitro, imino, 
alkylamino, aminoalkyl, sulfhydryl, thioalkyl, alkylthio, sulfonyl, 
Ci-Cg straight or branched chain al/kyl, C 2 -C 6 straight or branched 
chain alkenyl or alkynyl, a/ryl, heteroaryl, carbocycle, 
heterocycle, or C0 2 R 4 where R 4 i£ hydrogen or Ci-Cg straight or 
branched chain alkyl or alkenyl; 
or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable /salt , [oo tcE -r] or solvate thereof, 



11. (Amended) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 7, 
wherein the carboxylic acid or/ carboxylic acid isostere of an N- 
heterocyclic ring compound having two or more heteroatoms in the 
ring is selected from the grojbp consisting of compounds 146-165, 
186-202, 366-385, 406-422, / E4/-442\] compound L, and compound M . 




21. (Amended) The method of 
acid or carboxylic acid Asostjfere 
having two or more het^roatojhs 
formula (I) : 



laim 14, wherein the carboxylic 
r f an N-heterocyclic ring compound 
the ring comprises a compound of 

(I) 



C, 0, S, or N, provided 
n is 1 [ — 3 ] ; 



where 

X, Y, and Z are indepenafent'ly selected from the group consisting of 



at X, Y, and Z are not all C; 
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A 



i s [f^^^oH frnm thp group /frnn c; i *t i n g of Ti X . — — — D-EL-L^. , 



0. 



0. 



and /L 4 is ^Ijl^N) ^ 



R x [and-E-a- re ind e p e ndently] is selected from the group consisting 
of hydrogen, Cx-Cg straight orl branched chain alkyl or alkenyl, C 2 -C 9 
straight or branched chain afLkenyl, aryl, heteroaryl, carbocycle, 
and heterocycle; 

roub consisting of a bond, and C X -C 1Q 



D is selected from t 
straight or branched / chajLn 
alkylenvl ; 

R 2 is a carboxylic acid dr 



a- lkyl, othylonoy aftd — butylcnc ] 



wherein said alkyl, alkenyl 



or heterocycle is ©ptic 
substituents selected ^ror 
is hydrogen, hydroxy, 



carboxylic acid isostere; 

, aryl, heteroaryl, carbocycle, 
illy Substituted with one or more 



m R 3 , wnere 



R 



alkenoxy, alkylaryloxy, ar^ 



, haloalkyl, thiocarbonyl, alkoxy, 
y, arylalkyloxy, cyano, nitro, imino, 
alkylamino, aminoalkyl, suljf hydryl, thioalkyl, alkylthio, sulfonyl, 
Ci-Ce straight or branched chain alkyl, C 2 -C 6 straight or branched 



